VILLAGE OF CORONA

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Regular Meeting

February 9, 2010
5:30 PM

A Regular Meeting of the Corona Village Council was held on February 9, 2009 at 5:30 P.M. at Corona Village Hall, Corona, New Mexico.

PRESENT:
MAYOR
William E. Hignight
COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Sherrill Bradford

Terri Racher

Samuel Seely

Kimberlee Smith

EMPLOYEES:

Janet Verna, Clerk/Treasurer
Turner Wilson, Public Works Director
VISITORS:

See attached list.

ABSENT:

None
The Mayor called the meeting to order.

 Pledge of Allegiance

FIRST ON THE AGENDA

Approval of Purchase Requisitions and Review of Purchase Vouchers
The Mayor stated two Purchase Requisitions had been placed at each Council seat for their review and approval. 
Councilor Bradford asked why there were two different GL’s.
The Mayor stated one requisition was for 150 tons of base coarse to be used on the roads in the Cemetery and the other requisition was for 150 tons of base coarse to be used on roads in the Village.
The Mayor explained there was not enough money in the General Fund to add this expense to the budget, and he suggested they transfer the needed amount for both projects, around $4000.00, from the Street Fund to the General Fund.  He went on to explain in September 2010 when the Cemetery CD matured, the amount needed for the Cemetery roads could be withdrawn from the CD and paid back to the General Fund or Street Fund.  He stated the current conditions of the roads were poor due to the current moisture conditions and something had to be done to stabilize this situation.
Councilor Seely asked what size the base coarse would be.

The Mayor stated it was sand and gravel mixed together.
Turner Wilson stated the gravel size was one inch minus.
The Mayor stated Dave Pettingill had given Mr. Wilson a price of $11.20 per ton delivered.

Councilor Seely expressed it was a very good price.

Mr. Wilson agreed it was a very good price.

The Mayor asked for a motion to approve Purchase Requisitions #22 and #23.
Councilor Racher made a motion to approve Purchase Requisitions #22 and #23.

 Councilor Seely seconded the motion.

The Mayor called the vote.

The Clerk called the roll.
Councilor Racher:  For
Councilor Smith:  For
Councilor Seely:  For
Councilor Bradford:  For
None Opposed.

Motion Passed.
The Mayor asked if there were any questions regarding the Purchase Vouchers.

No questions were asked regarding the Purchase Vouchers.
NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Approval of Minutes
The Mayor asked for a motion to approve the Minutes.

Councilor Racher made a motion to approve the Minutes for the regular meeting on January 12, 2010 and the special meeting on January 26, 2010.
Councilor Seely seconded the motion.

The Mayor asked if there were any corrections or questions regarding the Minutes.

The Mayor pointed out one correction.

Councilor Bradford pointed out one correction.

Councilor Seely pointed out several corrections.

The Clerk noted the corrections.

The Mayor called the vote.
The Clerk called the roll.
Councilor Smith:  For
Councilor Racher:  For
Councilor Bradford:  For
Councilor Seely:  For
None Opposed.

Motion Passed.
NEXT ON THE AGENDA 
Approval of Resolution #10-04 Regarding Cemetery Operations
The Mayor stated there was a motion and second already on the table before it had been tabled at the last meeting.  

The Mayor stated the motion was open to continue the discussion.
Councilor Racher made a motion to amend the Resolution #10-04 Regarding Cemetery Operations to reflect the prices already in place. She further stated “opened and closed by the family” needed to be added to the resolution.
The Mayor stated the site option Councilor Racher referred to was a zero fee.

The Mayor stated a fee also needed to be decided for “opened by the Village and closed by the family”.

The Mayor reviewed the fees the Village historically charged.


Casket Site opened and closed by the Village:   


$100.00


Cremation Site- opened and closed by the Village: 

  
  $50.00

 
Cremation Site - opened by the Village and closed by family: 
  $25.00

The Clerk clarified the $25.00 site was actually for an urn size cremation site opened by the Village and closed by the family.

Discussion followed regarding alternate site prices. 
The Mayor noted he wanted to strike “contractor” from the fee descriptions.
The Council reached a consensus that the $25.00 fee shall be described as urn size cremation site and shall be the fee for both “opened and closed by the Village” and “opened by the Village and closed by the family”.

Discussion followed regarding the need for the Village to mark the grave site before a family would be allowed to open and close a grave.

Discussion followed regarding the fee for “opened by the Village and closed by the family”.

The Council reached a consensus to charge $75.00 for a casket site to be “opened by the Village and closed by the family”.

Discussion followed regarding alternate site fees.

The Clerk confirmed that the Council had discussed five different fees to be in the Resolution.

Councilor Racher asked the Mayor if he thought he would have future problems with opening and closing graves.

The Mayor stated the Resolution established the Village of Corona was responsible for opening and closing the graves and the approved fees would be charged accordingly.  He also said if he had to find a contractor to dig a grave the Village may have to pay more than the amount being collected.

Councilor Racher stated if it started to be a burden on the Village the situation could be addressed at that time.
Discussion followed regarding the number of graves that had been opened and closed since November 2009.

Discussion followed regarding the liability of discovering an unmarked grave when digging a new grave.

The Clerk noted at the previous meeting it had been discussed that “maintenance of the grounds” needed to be removed from the document.

The Council agreed that “maintenance of the grounds” be removed from the document.

The Mayor stated there was a motion on the table to amend Resolution #10-04, and he asked for a second to the motion. 

Councilor Smith seconded the motion.

The Mayor asked if there were any questions from the Council.

The Mayor asked if anyone from the community wanted to say anything on the topic.

No questions were asked and no comments were made.

The Mayor called the vote.

The Clerk called the roll.
Councilor Bradford:  For
Councilor Racher:  For
Councilor Smith:  For
Councilor Seely:  For
None Opposed.

Motion Passed.
NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Public Works Update- Turner Wilson
Water:
Mr. Wilson stated the Public Work’s staff was working on the water storage tanks.  He stated the supplies and equipment had been purchased to complete the project in house.  He stated David Tracey and Louis Pappalardo were removing the blistered paint from the patched areas, and they were preparing the surface for the new paint.
Pond:
Mr. Wilson addressed the Council referencing the Water Facts he had discussed at the last meeting.  He again stated the Pond had used 1/3 of the total water generated in 2009, and he expressed his concern that the usage was killing the water system.  
Mr. Wilson stated he thought there were leaks. He stated he had discussed the situation with the volunteers, and they felt there was a possibility the leaks were near the shore line.  He stated his plan was to stop filling the pond and see if the leaks stopped when the water level was lowered.  He stated if the water level stabilized he would know the leaks were located at the top edges of the Pond. 
Mr. Wilson stated his first thought for a solution would be to get more bentonite, but that solution could be very costly. He stated he had asked Janet to look for possible grant sources, although, he knew grant funding was scarce due to economic conditions.  

Mr. Wilson stated he wanted to put the problem out to the community to brainstorm solutions. He stated there were several possible causes for conditions in the Pond, one being the crawdad population.
Joe Mayhill stated small mouth bass would eat the crawdads.

Mr. Wilson stated putting the type of fish in the Pond that would eat the crawdads was the best possible solution.  He stated a chemical solution would be too harsh on the other fish.

Mr. Wilson asked if there was a way to generate a revenue stream to pay for the bentonite.
The Mayor reviewed the cost of the original bentonite purchased to build the Pond.
Mr. Wilson stated the wave action may have caused the bentonite to be pushed back.  He stated if his theory was right, they may only need around10 tons.  He projected the bentonite would cost $2000.00 to $3000.00 to solve the problem.  Mr. Wilson stated he would give the Council an update on his theory at the next meeting.

Rural Water Conference:

Mr. Wilson stated he would be attending the Annual Rural Water Association’s Conference in April. He stated he planned to enter Corona water in the annual water quality contest.  He stated the Village had nothing to lose by entering into the contest, and he felt it would be a positive way to promote the improved quality of Corona water to the community regardless if they won or not. 
Ground Water Rules:
Mr. Wilson stated he had presented the Council in November of 2009 new ground water rules.  He stated the only issue he was having with the new rules was regarding the “chain of custody”.    He stated the practice had been to mail the monthly water sample to the lab, but the new rule required a strict “chain of custody” if the water samples were not hand delivered to the lab.  He stated the US Postal Service was not willing to sign the “chain of custody”, and he was concerned about not being in compliance.  He stated if there was a hit on the monthly water sample the chain of custody could become a serious compliance issue.  He stated as the “Water Operator” he was responsible for the monthly water samples, and he is not willing to take the risk of not being in compliance.
Mr. Wilson stated the practice of using the mail to deliver the water sample to the lab would have to change.  He stated he had no other choice but to start delivering the monthly water sample directly to the lab himself.  He stated there were labs in Capitan, Alamogordo and Albuquerque.

Discussion followed regarding the best location to be used for the monthly water sample.  
The Council agreed by consensus for Mr. Wilson to take the water sample to the lab of his choice.
Gas:
Mr. Wilson stated the natural gas system was running well.
Councilor Racher excused herself from the meeting as she had to attend another meeting.

Trash:

Mr. Wilson proposed the Village purchase a small chipper so the brush pile could be maintained on a monthly basis in house.  He stated the brush pile could be worked to create firewood and wood chips for the community.  He stated a small chipper could be purchased for $2000.00 - $3000.00 and a chain saw for $400 to $500. 
Mr. Wilson stated some of the construction waste would be too large for a small chipper, and it would have to be put in the open top dumpster.
Mr. Wilson stated he thought it would be economical for the Village in the long run.

Discussion followed regarding purchasing a small chipper.

The Mayor stated he would need to bring a Purchase Requisition to the Council for review and approval.

The Mayor stated he wanted to watch the Solid Waste Fund for a few more months to make sure the cash balance had stabilized.

Wastewater:

Mr. Wilson reported he had given the engineer, Allen Bolinger, a list of the equipment that would be needed for the wastewater lab.  He stated hopefully there would be enough grant funding after construction to purchase the necessary equipment.

Cemetery:
Mr. Wilson stated he had to get on his soap box and what he was going to say was not directed to anyone present, but he had to say something to the community regarding the Cemetery.  He stated he felt he was getting a bad rap from the community because people felt he had shucked his duty, but he stated he did not see it that way. 

Mr. Wilson stated he felt he had done his part.  He stated he had dug 30 to 40 graves since 1997.  He stated he had completed his tour of duty, and it was somebody else’s turn to do that job.  
The Mayor stated Mr. Wilson had two employees to do the grave digging.  He stated Mr. Wilson had previously said he did not like to dig graves, and he was entitled to express his thoughts. 

The Mayor stated Mr. Wilson was the Public Work’s Director, and he had a staff to do laborious type work. The Mayor stated he should be supervising his staff on the assigned tasks.
NEXT ON THE AGENDA
Discussion Items from the Mayor
Library Certificate:

The Mayor stated he had a framed certificate for Susan Battle for her service to the Corona Library.
Transition Meeting:

The Mayor discussed the Council transition meeting scheduled for the first meeting in March.
Film Day:

The Mayor stated he had attended Film Day at the capital in Santa Fe.  He stated it had been a very positive day, and he had the opportunity to discuss with several movie people the possibility of making a movie in Corona.
Highway 54:
The Mayor stated there was a good chance the Highway 54 project was finally moving forward again.

Gross Receipts:

The Mayor stated gross receipt revenues were down across the entire state, but stated gross receipt revenue was not an issue for Corona.

The Mayor asked if there were any other questions.

No other questions were asked.

The Mayor stated he was very impressed with Councilor Bradford’s recovery from her recent hip surgery. 
NEXT ON THE AGENDA
Adjournment
Councilor Smith made a motion to adjourn.

Councilor Seely seconded the motion.
The Mayor called the vote.

The Clerk called the roll.

Councilor Bradford:  Yes
Councilor Seely:  Yes
Councilor Smith: Yes
Councilor Racher:  Absent
None Opposed.

Motion Passed.
Approved

__________________________
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William E. Hignight, Mayor
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Janet L Verna, Clerk/Treasurer
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