VILLAGE OF CORONA

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Special Meeting

February 24, 2009

5:30 PM

A Special Meeting of the Corona Village Council was held on February 24, 2009 at 5:30 P.M. at Corona Village Hall, Corona, New Mexico.

PRESENT:

Mayor Hignight

COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Samuel Seely

Sherrill Bradford

Terry Racher

EMPLOYEES:

Janet Verna

Turner Wilson 

VISITORS:

See attached list.

ABSENT:

Kimberlee Smith

The Mayor called the meeting to order.

 Pledge of Allegiance

FIRST ON THE AGENDA

Approval of Purchase Requisitions and Review of Purchase Vouchers
The Mayor stated there were no Purchases Requisitions to approve.
The Mayor asked if there were any questions regarding the Purchase Vouchers.

The Clerk noted the expenditure for fire extinguishers, and she stated these had been missed    during the annual inspection in November. 
NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Discussion and Approval of Water Rates established by Ordinance #09-01

The Mayor asked for a motion to post the ordinance regarding water rates.

Councilor Racher made a motion to post Ordinance #09-01 regarding water rates.
Councilor Seely seconded the motion.

The Mayor stated the changes only involved the tanker fill rate increasing it from $3.85 per 1000 gallons to $7.50 per 1000 gallons and adding a master meter rate for $50.00 monthly or $5.00 per tap whichever was the higher amount.

Discussion followed regarding the decisions made at the previous meeting on February 10, 2009. 

The Mayor called the vote.

The Clerk called the roll.

Councilor Racher:  For

Councilor Seely:  For 

None Opposed.

Motion Passed

NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Approval of Minutes

Councilor Seely made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Regular Meeting on February 10, 2009 with the noted corrections.

Councilor Racher seconded the motion.

The Clerk reviewed the corrections on the copy given to her by Councilor Seely.

The Mayor called the vote.

The Clerk called the roll.

 Councilor Racher: For

Councilor Seely: For   

None Opposed.

Motion Passed

NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Discussion of Rodeo Arena- Melvin Johnson

Melvin Johnson addressed the Council regarding the Hondo Rodeo Area.

Mr. Johnson stated he had heard the Village had been offered the Hondo Rodeo Arena, but as far as he knew nothing had happened yet.  Mr. Johnson stated he and Matt Alirez had already gathered 15 volunteers to help move it from Hondo to Corona. 
The Mayor stated he had asked for a committee to be formed to plan the labor that would be needed, but he confirmed that nothing had happened yet to move the project forward.   

The Mayor went on to explain the Village did not have an employee labor force large enough to complete the project in-house. 
Mr. Johnson asked the Council to move on the project on the condition he and Matt Alirez would gather the volunteers to move the Arena from Hondo and reassemble it in Corona.
The Mayor stated he would call Tom Stewart the next day and ask to be placed on the agenda for the next Lincoln County Commission meeting to finalize the transfer of ownership.

The Mayor thanked Mr. Johnson and Matt Alirez for taking charge of the opportunity.

NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Presentation Regarding FM Radio Station KXNM - Art Swenka/Joe Keefe

Joe Keefe introduced the new public radio station in Torrance County.

Mr. Keefe introduced Art Swenka and Ellen Burgess to the Council.

Ms. Burgess began her presentation with an update on the progress they had made towards the radio station start-up.  
Ms. Burgess stated the main purpose of the station would be health and emergency related programming.
Mr. Keefe stated the fires last summer in the Estancia Valley brought the need to the surface when no local emergency communication was available in the area.  He also stated the station would be accessible to Corona since it would be located within the signal transmission area.  

Mr. Keefe thought the tower would be placed around 7 miles northwest of Encino.

Ms. Burgess continued the discussion by stating the FCC deadline to be up and running was by year end 2011.

Mr. Keefe stated he was interested in senior activities, economic development, school events, local news and weather, community promotions, civic engagements and music.

Councilor Bradford arrived at the meeting.

Discussion continued regarding the broadcasting of school athletics and the equipment needed to broadcast off site.

The Mayor asked if they had a studio facility in place.

Mr. Keefe stated Torrance County had donated the McIntosh Community Center for studio space.
Ms. Burgess stated they had already applied for Federal funding for the purchase of the antenna, transmitter and tower – the tower being the most expensive piece of equipment.
Ms. Burgess stated they were planning to have an annual pledge drive, various fund raising activities and ask for financial support from municipalities.  
Ms. Burgess explained the Phase 1 goal was to be ON-Air by mid 2010, and the Phase 2 goal would be a Mobile Unit. 

The Mayor stated the Council would start working on their 2009-2010 Budget in April and would consider supporting the new radio station.
The Mayor asked if there were any other questions.
The Mayor thanked, Joe Keefe, Ellen Burgess and Art Swenka for attending the meeting.

NEXT ON THE AGENDA
Discussion of Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant Application

The Clerk explained the funding request proposed the building of a firebreak around the Village limits for fire protection.  The Fire Department had applied for similar funding three years ago.
The Clerk reported she and Brad Gage, the Fire Chief, had reviewed the Grant Application, and they had decided not to apply this time since the application was very comprehensive .  
The Clerk stated she was unable to complete all areas of the application due to not having completed preliminary project planning.  She stated she would have time in the coming months to work on the planning elements for a future grant application if the Council felt the project was viable.

The Mayor asked the Council if they wanted the Clerk to move forward with such a project.  
Councilor Bradford stated she would be outvoted.

The Clerk stated the project needed to be done respectfully and that meant not clear-cutting an unsightly right-of-way.

The Clerk asked if last summer’s fire was any indication of the need for such a fire break.

Councilor Bradford stated what the Village really needed was people that could immediately respond to the fire and improved communications.

The Mayor stated the project did not have to be invasive to the existing trees.  He stated the Village had a Fire Plan, and he needed to work with the Fire Department to make sure the Plan was in place.  He also mentioned the new radio station would help improve area communications.
Council Racher stated yes 
Councilor Seely stated yes  
Councilor Bradford stated no. 
The Mayor thanked the Council for their input and stated they would proceed with the project. 

NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Discussion Items from the Mayor
Round House Santa Fe:  

The Mayor reported he, the Clerk and the Library Board President would be going to Santa Fe the next day to lobby for related topics. 
The Mayor stated the Clerk was planning to discuss the various problems she had with the Department of Finance regarding the CDBG Funding.

The Mayor stated he was still really angry with the DOT about the Hwy 54 project, and he hoped to have the opportunity to express his disappointment.  

The Mayor stated he was also planning to discuss the other funding needs for the wastewater and water projects.
Lincoln County Solid Waste Authority:  
Councilor Bradford reported on the LCSWA Meeting.

She stated the LCSWA would be presenting the LC Commissioners an increase in the residential rate.  The new rate would be $17.95.
She stated there were three important Bills that needed to be opposed.   

Bill 491 pertained to waste site permits.  Currently the permit was $100,000 for 20 years and Bill 491 proposed the fee be increased to $300,000 for 10 years.

Bill 335 pertained to wastewater and had the potential to hurt the County. 

Bill 548 pertained to increasing the tipping fee by .60 cents.
Councilor Bradford stated LCSWA rates were the lowest in the state.

The Clerk stated she would be attending a Motor Vehicle Conference regarding the new document scanning equipment and procedures.  She would be gone the entire week.  
Jacque Davis, the Deputy Clerk, would be covering the office all week.

The Mayor reported he had received grant information from Governor Cargo, and he would look into the opportunity options.

Art Swenka noted that the Claunch Pinto Water Conservation District had done a Wildfire Protection Plan the previous year and Corona had been part of their plan.

NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Adjournment
Councilor Seely made a motion to adjourn.

Councilor Bradford seconded the motion.

The Mayor called the vote.

The Clerk called the roll.

Councilor Seely:  For
Councilor Bradford:  For

Councilor Racher:  For

None Opposed.

Motion Passed

Approved

__________________________





___________

William E. Hignight, Mayor





Date

___________________________




_____________

Janet L Verna, Clerk/Treasurer





Date   

