VILLAGE OF CORONA

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Regular Meeting

April 11, 2012

1:30 PM

A Regular Meeting of the Corona Village Council was held on April 11, 2012 at 1:30 P.M. at Corona Village Hall, Corona, New Mexico.

PRESENT:

William Hignight, Mayor

COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Sherrill Bradford, Councilor

Samuel Seely, Councilor

Monica Zook, Councilor

EMPLOYEES:

Janet Verna, Clerk/Treasurer

Jacque Davis, Deputy Clerk

VISITORS:

See attached list.

ABSENT:

Cal West, Councilor 

Kyle Davis, Public Works Director

Denise Williams, Librarian

The Mayor called the meeting to order.

Pledge of Allegiance

Pledge to New Mexico Flag

FIRST ON THE AGENDA

Approval of Purchase Requisitions and Review of Purchase Vouchers

The Mayor stated there were no Purchase Requisitions to approve.

The Mayor asked if there were any questions regarding the Purchase Vouchers. 

No questions were asked.

NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Approval of Minutes

The Mayor asked for a motion to approve the Minutes.

Councilor Seely made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting on March 28, 2012.

Councilor Zook seconded the motion.

The Mayor asked if there were any corrections or questions.

Councilor Seely noted a correction to change the word “and” to “are” on Page 4 in the sentence “The bags are left to drain the clear liquid from the sludge and dry.”

The Deputy Clerk noted the correction. 

There were no additional corrections or questions.

The Mayor called the vote. 

The Deputy Clerk called the roll.

Councilor Bradford: Yes

Councilor Seely: Yes

Councilor West: ABSENT

Councilor Zook: Yes

None Opposed.

Motion passed. 

NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Approval of Bid for CDBG Project Village of Corona Wastewater Treatment System Upgrades – Phase 3

The Mayor asked for a motion to approve the bid contingent upon the final CDBG approval.

Councilor Bradford made a motion to approve the Bid from Advanced Environmental Solutions, Inc. in the amount of $446,341.00, without tax, for CDBG Project Village of Corona Wastewater Treatment System Upgrades – Phase 3 contingent upon final CDBG approval.

Councilor Seely seconded the motion.

The Mayor stated the bid copy before the Council was for $446,341.00 without tax; $478,143.22 with tax.  The Mayor stated this represented the low bid, and the bid Smith Engineering had recommended as referenced in the letter of recommendation included in the councilor’s packets.  The Mayor reminded the council that the Village had a total of $525,000. for the project. The Mayor stated $50,000 will go to Smith Engineering for Design Services.  The Village is left with $475,000. to pay for the project and the fee for the Grant Administration by Dora Batista of COG.  The administration fee will be approximately $15,000.  The Mayor stated there are items totaling approximately $30,000. in the bid which can be removed.           

The Mayor stated the Village can negotiate the bid price down by 10% by removing some of the items originally in the bid.  He stated he was considering removal of some of the following items:

1. The lift station repair:  Bid at $11,000.

2. Base course and gravel to have in inventory for repairs: Bid at $13,000.

3. The 100 linear foot of yard line for each connection.  The Mayor stated
 there would probably be less used for an estimated savings of $30,000.

The Mayor stated because of the amount of the bid being considered, the sludge problem would have to be addressed by deleting some of the items he mentioned.
The Mayor stated Smith Engineering requested a budget change for the addition of the sludge bagger, and this had prompted questions by DFA in regard to funding and the Village's match funds.  He reported Dora Batista is working to get this matter cleared, and therefore the motion needed to be contingent upon final CDBG approval.

The Mayor stated DFA approved the bid documents presented for Phase 3, but they have now raised issues with the $300,000. already spent from Phase 3.  This money was spent when the school was connected and the additional connections on Franklin Street were completed by Tri Construction.  

The Mayor stated a Preconstruction Meeting with the construction company who submitted the proposed low bid would be tentatively scheduled for Wednesday at 10:00 A.M.  The Mayor asked the Councilors to attend if they would like more information.

Councilor Seely asked how long it might be before construction would start.

The Mayor stated he was hopeful to have construction start in a couple weeks, but did not have a definite date.

The Mayor asked if there were any additional questions.

No additional questions were asked.

The Mayor called the vote.

The Deputy Clerk called the roll.

Councilor West:  ABSENT 

Councilor Bradford: Yes

Councilor Seely: Yes

Councilor Zook: Yes

None Opposed.

Motion Passed.

NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Discussion Items from the Mayor 

Wastewater Project

The Mayor stated he had wanted to discuss the Wastewater project and asked if there were any questions in regard to the project that were not discussed with the bid approval.  No questions were asked.

Water Sales

The Mayor stated the road construction company, James Hamilton Construction Co., was using much more water now.  They had been billed approximately $5000. last month and were now hauling even more water as the project was more active.

Pond Liner Grants

The Mayor stated Janet Verna, Clerk, was working on a grant for a liner for the pond.    Mrs. Verna stated she had an application in preparation for a $20,000. grant from the Forest Service.  She reported she found a pond liner that has to be welded and is waiting for a quote on the fee to see if it is feasible.  She is also pursuing other grants for additional funding to combine with the Forest Service Grant. 

Safety Meeting

The Mayor stated he would be attending a Safety Meeting with the Public Works Director, Kyle Davis on April 24 in Roswell.  Attendance at the meeting by the Mayor and a Safety Coordinator are required items to qualify for a reduction in the charge for the liability insurance premium for the Village. 

Quarterly Budget Adjustments

Janet Verna, Clerk, stated she would have quarterly budget adjustments prepared for the next council meeting. 

Council of Governments

Councilor Seely stated he would be attending the Council of Governments (COG) meeting in Roswell on Friday, April 13. 

Meeting with Senator Griego

Councilor Bradford asked the Mayor to report on his meeting with Senator Griego.  

The Mayor stated the Senator was very helpful because of his understanding of small village’s problems.  Senator Griego was impressed with the projects he reviewed during his trip to Corona.  The Mayor stated Senator Griego was planning a meeting in Corona in the near future to meet and talk with people in the area.  

Councilor Bradford suggested the 28th of April when the Central New Mexico Electric Company meeting is held in Corona as a possible meeting date when a large number of people might attend. 

Meeting with Representative Espinoza

Councilor Seely stated the school was interested in having Representative Nora Espinoza schedule a trip to Corona to meet with school officials, the public and the council.  He stated he would try to visit with the Representative if she was in attendance at the COG meeting on Friday and try to schedule a meeting in Corona.

Corona Museum

The Mayor asked Paula Brown who had been in charge of the Museum activities and volunteers if she would speak to the Council about her concerns in regard to the Corona Museum. 

Mrs. Brown stated she wished to apologize for the flood of water in the basement of the Museum last fall. She stated the incident prompted her to ask if the Village would be able to install good plumbing to water the yard and garden areas.  She stated having to go up and down the steep steps to the basement to turn water on and off was a hazard for the volunteers.  She stated the Museum only needed water in the building for the rest room, but needed a better solution available outside to water the yard.  Mrs. Brown also expressed the need for assistance to replace light bulbs. 

Mrs. Brown stated she wanted to be clear that she was authorized to be doing the Museum Coordination as she was not sure she had been formally placed in the position of Museum Coordinator.   She asked if she needed more formal appointment.  

The Mayor assured Mrs. Brown that she was appointed by him after Patsy and Lee Mulkey had stated they were moving and needed to be relieved of the volunteer position.  The Mayor stated he would address her concerns about the water and light bulbs by having the Public Works employees upgrade what they could for her.  The Mayor thanked Mrs. Brown for her efforts with the Museum.  

Councilor Seely asked if there was money budgeted for upgrades for the Museum.  He questioned if the community could hold a fund raiser to benefit the museum.   

The Mayor stated he anticipated being able to budget some funding for upgrades for the Museum and the Park in the next fiscal year. 

Mrs. Brown stated she would like to have the Mayor include information in the Mayors Newsletter this month.  Her suggestion was to challenge each household in the community and surrounding area to volunteer one day this summer to open the Museum.  Mrs. Brown stated the Museum would open May 1st, and she would bring a calendar to the Village office as a way to allow people to sign up as volunteers to open the Museum.

Councilor Seely asked if the school was utilizing the Museum. Mrs. Brown stated there had been little attendance by the school and she would like to work with the school more.  Mrs. Brown stated she had wondered if the Juniors and Seniors could be asked to be Museum Volunteers.

Mrs. Brown stated she wanted to have the Jam Session in connection with the Museum, during Corona Festival on Friday afternoon.  She stated she was going to try to have a larger space and asked for an awning to use for an outside performance.  The Mayor stated the Village had an awning and she could use it for that activity.  Mrs. Brown hoped there could be a fund raising activity for the Museum in connection with the Jam Session. 

The Mayor asked if there were any other comments or questions.

No other questions were asked.

NEXT ON THE AGENDA

Adjournment

The Mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Councilor Seely moved to adjourn the meeting. 

Councilor Zook seconded the motion. 

The Mayor called the vote.

The Deputy Clerk called the roll.

Councilor Zook:  Yes

Councilor Bradford:  Yes   

Councilor Seely:  Yes 

Councilor West: ABSENT

None Opposed.

Motion Passed.

Approved

__________________________________


____________________

William E. Hignight, Mayor




Date 

__________________________________


____________________

Jacque Davis, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 



Date 

